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Report: 
Commissioner Olli Rehn held a keynote speech at the Résidence Palace in Brussels about the Commission’s publication of its report on EU enlargement last week.

Commissioner Rehn stressed the importance of EU enlargement as the most effective and successful tool of EU foreign policy. A proof of the ongoing attractiveness is the fact that even rich countries like Iceland take into consideration joining the EU. Nine European states are actual or potential candidates for EU membership.

The novelty in this report was the introduction of paragraphs on bilateral disputes. Slovenia’s and Croatia’s dispute on border issues and Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Greece’s dispute on the constitutional name are just examples.

Rehn stated that these disputes shouldn’t prevent further enlargement efforts. In the case of Slovenia and Croatia, the dispute talks and the accession path were treated like two different processes. The dispute over maritime frontiers with Slovenia blocked accession negotiations for a whole year. The two states recently agreed on resorting to international arbitration to settle this bilateral issue. As a result Croatia can finally move on in its road to accession. 

Concerning Serbia, Commissioner Rehn’s underlined that Serbia can become a candidate as soon as the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, Serge Brammertz, thinks that Serbia is fully cooperating with the ICTY. Even the Netherlands won’t be able to block the road of Serbia towards the EU.

Macedonian Vice Prime-Minister Naumovski and Head of the Croatian mission to the European Commission Baričević held speeches about the progresses of their states in the recent years.    
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